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SUBJECT: Datimate of Northerm Korean Military "trength

1. Sround JForges.

Northorn Korean Peoples Army ground forces, at full /0
strength, would total an eatimated 74,000 men, consisting of
7 Infantry Divisions (epproximately 1C,000 men each) and an
armored Bridgade of approximately 4,000 men. The estlmated
total of 100 Soviet-made tanks (T-3/76 and T~3./85) in the
araored unit at the beglmning of boastilities, hae apparently
been augmented by 100 to 200 additional tanks from stockpiles
in northeastern Xorea or the USSR, Each Division has eighteen
122 ma hovitzers, thirty 76 ma guns/bowitzers, fifty-four 45 mm
AT guns, eighteen 120 mm mortars, and eipghty-onoc 82 mm moriars.
Battle reports indlcate that 155 mu howltzers are in use, although
not as orgenic divislon equipment, The Rorthern Korean Border
Constatulary totals an estimated 28,000 men, 23,000 of vhich are
orpganised and equipped on tactical lines in the lat, 3rd, and 7th
Brigedes and may be added to the People's Army atrength to give

' am over-all ground force total of 97,000 men.

The Peopla's Lrmy and Border Constebulary contain at least
20,000 Korean-Manchurian veterans who have served :ith the Chinege
Commmmists, Many of the higher ranking ground force officers are
Koreans who lived in the USSR before World War IT and served as
oompriggioned and monecorzissioned officers in the Soviet Army during
thet war,

411 1dentified Peoplets Army units and the 1st Border Constab-
ulary Brigade are now in the combat zone. Total combat casualties
to date are estimated at 8-9,000., The 3rd and 7th Comstabulery
Brigades are in reserve, and there are no other unit=trained reserves
in Northera Kores., A stretegle reserve of some 70,000 Korean—
Manchurian veterans is believed available in Menchuria, however,
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and other replacements and service iroops could be obtained fron
the estimated 900,000 physically-fit males of militery age in
Northern Korea, as well as from the large mmber of Southern
Koreans nov uwnder Comnmlst oontrol.

2. ArJoree.

The People's Army Air Force is estimmted to total 1,500-1,700
officers and men, organised as a reinforced air division. The
divisions's 114 airaraft are conventlonel Soviet torld Wer II types,
insluding YAK 7B or 93, LA-5s or 7s, and 11~10a., None of these
are jet airoreft. The majority of Eorthern Forean pilots have
had Soviet treining and experience in World Wer IT,

3. Iaxx.

GHQ of the People's Nawvf is loceted at Pyongyang, ard battalion
Headquarters are looated at Yonsan and Chongjin on the cast cosat
and Chinmampo on the west acast.

Naval personnel total 5,495 men, of vhich some 700 are atteched
to shipe, with the remeindor &t shore installations. The People's
Mavy has some 50 vessels, including torpedo boets, subehassers and
mineswespers, grouped in five divisions, four of which are based at
Wonsanj thoﬁ.tﬂxi:hasedatChimm There are no subtmerines
in the P”Pl"l Ravy.

Although there are no regular Chinese Commmist ground forces
in Manolmrisa, military distriot troops in the erea tota)l approximately
565,000, including 165,000 ex-Rationalists who were absorbed after
the fall of Manchuria., A)l these troops are fairly well equipped
and protably {rained under close Soviet supervision. The nearest
regular Chinese Cormmmnist ground forces readily avallahle for
Mapolnrian gorvice sre the 210,000 troops under Nieh Jumpe—chen in
the North China area. The Chinese Communists are not able at this
tine to offer either air or maval assistance to the lorthern Koreans.



Sous Chinese Commrist troops arc estimated to be
deplayed in the satrel Chins aroa {south of ihe Yangtse River
and eapt of the Camton-Faxkow yeilwmy) snd availsble for an sssault
on Tatwn, Of thnn tyoops, tely half arc distributed along
gector south to the Foochow-Amoy
mww n. otmwofﬂn'f-aoo,ooon currently
located Im the cmlcnmm y wder 1&n Plan, Although
theee trecps are lightly squi ﬂeatmstandards, they are
contat yebterang will-treined, and well-led, These units

ave ‘Wwetionlly organized Intc armiss and are believed to posmess
rogqeisite 1ight and medium artillery as woll as some tank and armored
o wnits. Soviet assistance to Chinese Corrmnist rround forces,
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b Alx.

The Chinese Cesxmxdsts murently posseas an alr force
m:»tlmtmmht alr oreft, ‘!bhforee is receiving
Sovied Seshndonl ssnintance and is sapalle of limited support of
operations agningt Talwan Maval forees. Any sppreciatie incresse
nhmatmtwmmdbym Chinese Corrmrdsts
wuld indicate diyect Soviet asslsiance In terms of air oreus., BSoviet
Syolugteers® might de tagimically legal under the provisions of the
Sino~8oviet Mrixm) Ald Paot; there are approximaisly 25 Soviet jet
alraraft presently located in the Shanghai-Faniisg-flsuchou sector.

0. Jxvy.

The Chiness Communist navel escort and supppert araft total
3 M's. Mo Soviet maval eupport or escort craft are dmown to de
mearer then the Port Artho~-dalren ares.

4, ¥ater-lifs.
075 landing eraft of wrious s 88 10ll as marchantren,
travlers, and tugs, are in Chinese ¢ t handa, Theme rolstively

madera pover craft aro capadle of an inttia) uater=1ift of 6°-80,000
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oeombat troops. During the past year, however, the Chinese Comrmuniats
have been building and colleating sea~going and motor junks along

the Rast Chins coest from Shanghsi to Swuatow and the mmber of these
Junks, barges, and other towmble oraft total 2,000, suffiodent to
vater-1ift another 120,000 troope. v
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